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ESSAIS de THEODICEE, 
fur la Bonté de Dieu , la Liberté de I’ 
Homme, & I!’ Origine du Mal. A Am- 
fterdam , chez Ifaac Troyel Libraire. 
1710. 


That is, An Effay upon the Goodnefs of 
God, the Free-Will of Man, and the Ori- 
gin of Evil. BY THEODICAUS, 
Amfterdam, 1710. in 80. pagg. 666. 
46. 99. befides the Preface. 


HE Matters treated of in this Book, are fome 

of the moft important in Philofophy and Di- 

vinity , and fuch as have exercifed Thinking 

Men in all Ages. Befides, the Author, who has un- 
dertaken to write upon thofe Subje&s, is eminent! 

ualified for fuch a Performance, Thofe Two Confi- 

erations render this Work extremely valuable. There 

has been a Time when a Book of this Nature would 

have been Tyanflated into Englifh : Good and Ufeful 

Books were then more generally read than they are 

now. 

Before I proceed to give an Account of this Work, 
it will not be improper to take notice of the Chara- 
&er of the Author. Theodicew , tho’ a Lay-man, is 
well skill'd in Divinity. He is an Excellent Philofo- 
pher, a Mathematician of the firft Rank, a good Philo- 
loger, well vers'd in Hiftory and the Learned Langua- 
ges ; in a word, there is hardly any Man of a more 
Solid and Univerfal — He is no lefs admira- 
ble for his Polite Way of Writing: He confutes thofe 
that differ from him, with great Modefty: He does 
Juftice to every body, and difcovers a wonderful Hu- 
manity. I muft add, that tho’ the French Language be 
not his Mother-Tongue, he writes it with great Po. 
litenefs and Elegance. If I beftow this Juft Encomi- 
um upon that Tiluftrious Author, ‘tis in order to fhew 
that Religior, cannot be defended by a more able Pen. 
Theodiceu: undertakes to vindicate even the moft My- 
fterious Do&rines , and to fhew that the greateft Ob- 
je€tions that can be raifed againft them, are far from 
being Demonftrative Arguments. 3 
_ This Work contains, 1. A Long Preface. 2. A Pre« 
liminary Difcourfe concerning the Agreement of Faith 


with Reafon. 3. An Effay upon the G of God, 
the Free-Will of Man, and the Origin of Evil, divided. 
into Three Parts. 4. A Latin Piece entitled, Canja De 
afferts per Fuftitiam ejus, cum cateris ejus Perfeltionibus ’ 
cunifque Afionibus conciliatam, 5. Some Refiexions up 
ona Book of Mr. Hebées, concerning Free-Will, Necet- 
ficy and Chance. 6. Some Remarks upon a late Book_ 
of His Grace the Lord Archbifhop of Dublin , concern 
ing the Origin of Evil. I fhall give an Account o 
thofe Pieces at feveral times; and becaufe I fhould be 
too prolix, if I fhould follow the whole Thread of the 
Author's Reafonings, I think it will be fufficient to take 
notice of the moft Remarkable Things contain’d in his 


Book. I know that Variety is both agreeable and ufeful ; 


and therefore I fhall take care not to publith my Extra&s 
one efter another. 


I. Thesdicens begins his Preface with this Obfervation, 
That the Generality of Mankind have at all times placed 
Religion in Formalities. A Solid Piety , that is, a true 
Virtue attended with Knowledge, never appear'd onnee 
the Multitude. Moft Men are only affe&ted with outwar 
Things: There are but few capable of any Difcuffion. 
Hence it is that Ceremonies and Articles of Faith are fo 
much in Vogue. Religious Ceremonies, fays the Author, 
would be very laudable, if thofe who invented them had 
taken care to make them fubfervient to true Piery and 
Religion. ‘‘ It was the Defign of Mof¢s, and other good 
** Legiflators, of the wife Founders of Religious Orders, 
“ efpecially of Jefus Chriff, the Divine Founder of the 
“ Pureft and Beft Religion”. The fame may be faid of 
Articles of Faith ; They would be commendable, if they 
contain’d nothing but what is true. But it falls out too 
frequently, that Devotion is ftifled by Religious Forma- 
lities, and Truth confounded with the Opinions of 
Men. 7 

The Heathens had but one Sort of Formalities: They 
had many Ceremonies, but no Articles of Faith. Their 
Priefts made it their Bufinefs to work upon their Minds 
by the Hope or Fear of Temporal Events; but they took 
little Care to make them fenlible of another Life, and ro 
give them a Right Notion of God and the Immortality 
of their Souls. . 

Among all the Ancient Nations, none but the Hebrews 
had a Publick Syftem of Religion, <Abrabam and 
Mofes eftablifhed the Belief of One only God, Author of 
all Things. . “ The Hebrews {peak of him in a manner 
“ worthy of the Supreme Being ; and ‘t.. a furprizing 
“ thing to fee the Inhabitants of a {mall Part of the 
** Earth ‘more enlighten’d than the reft of Mankind, 
“ Perhaps the Wife Men of other Nations entérrain'd 
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“ the fame Thoughts; but they were not fo happy as 
“to get many Followers, and to have their Dottri 

“ made a Law. 

‘“ the Immortality of the Soul made Part of the Mofaical 
‘* Laws: Mofes believed it, and it was handed down a- 
“ mong the Fees; but it was not authorized in a po ular 
“ manner, till Jefus Chrift removed the Veil, and ily 


‘* raughe that Fioman Soulg receive in another 


I 
e 

‘© Recompence of their A ions, Mofes gave a Noble Idea 
ic 2 the eas and Goodnefs of God, which many Civi- 
“ jized Nations acknowledge to this Day ; but Jefus 
“ Chrift Jaid down all the Confequences arifing from that 
“‘ Notion, and made it appear that the Goodaefs and 
“ Juftice of God are plainly manifefted by the re 
“‘‘nefs he defigns to beftow upon Men in another 
‘6 World”. Theediceus fays , he does not mention the 
other Articles of the Chriftian Doftrine, being contented 
to thew how Jeftis.Chrift brought Natural Religion into 
a Law. “ He did what fo many Philofopters had vainil 

“ endeavour to do: And Chriftianity having prevailed 
«* at laft in the Roman Empire, the Religion of Wife Men 
“© became the Religion ot the World. Mahomet did not 
“ depart from thole Fundamental Doftrines of Natural 
“ Religion : His Followers introduced them among the 
“ remoteft Nations of Afia and Africa , and abolifh'd in 
“ many Countries the Paga# Superftitions, contrary to 
“the Unity of God, and the Immortality of the 


“ Soul. 


After thefe Obfervations, the Author fhews that true 
Piery, and even true Happinefs, confilts in the Love of 
God ; but that Love ought to be attended with Know- 
iedge. Our good Actions proceeding from that Pririciple 
afford usa Pleafate, which very much heigtitens our Vir- 

tue. When weobey Reafon,, we fulfil the Orders of 
sue Supreme Keafon,- and direé all-our Intentions to. the 
ommon Good, which is noc different from the Glory 
of God. Whither wefucceed or not, we are contented 
with what happens, fubmitting to the Will of God, and 
Knowing that -what he Wills is.beft for us. | Whien. we 
are thus difpofed, we are not diftouraged bysany ill Suc- 
cefs ; we grieve only for our Raulesy ‘ard notwithftand- 
ing the Ungratéfulnefs of Men, we continue to dovali the 
Good we are capable of. Our Charity is attended with 
Humility and Moderation, and doesnot affed to rule over 
‘others. Being ferifible of our Imperfe&tions, and obferving 
many good Qualities in other Men, we are inclined to 
cenfure our Actions, and to excufe their Faults. There 
can be no Piety without Charity ;:and whoever is.'not 
‘officious and bountiful, will’never ‘Have a fincere:De- 
votion. Serr 
Nature, @ good Education, and the Converfation of 
pious and virtuous Perfons may Very mach conttibute to 
give fuch a Frame of Mind ; bue good Principles ‘will 
more effe€tually'do it. "Tis impoffible to love God with- 
out knowing his Perfeftions; and that Knowledge scon- 
tains the Principles of a true Piety. The amprihting of 
thofe Principles in Men’s Minds ouglit to be the Defign 
of true Religion : “But it frequently falls out that the 
“ Teachers of Religion take a very different ‘Method. 
“* Devotion is placed in the Praftice of Ceremonies, and 
‘* the Chriftian Do&trines have been loaded with Formu- 
“ Jaries. Thofe'Ceremonies are not always’ Very: proper 
‘*'to keep up a Senfe of Virtue ;:and the Rormularies 
** are not fuch as may enlighten the Mind. Who would 
“* believe it ?» The Chriftians fancied they could be de- 
** vout without loving their Neighbours, and Pious 
“* without loving God : Or they believed they could! love 
“ their Neighbours without ferving them, and love:God 
“ without knowing him. The Publick ‘was not fenfible 
“ of this Diforder for feveral Ages, ard there are’ ftill 
“* great Remains of the Kingdom of Darknefs. ‘Some 
“ Men, who frequently difcourfe of Religion, Piety, 
“* and Devotion, and whofe Profeffion it is to reach them, 
** have not always a right Notion of the Divine» Perfe- 
“ &ions. Their Ideas of the Goodnefs anid Juftice> of 
** the Supreme Being are falfe : They reprefent God as’a 
“ Being , that dots not deferve our Love and Imitas 
** tton. 

Thevdiceus looks upon it as a thing of a very dangerous 
Confequence. He obferves that the Ancient:Errors’ of 
thofe, who accufed the Deity , or reprefented God as ant 
ill Principle, have been revived im our Days. Some Men 
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have infifted upon the irrefiftible Power of God, inftes3 
@f difplaying his infinite Goodnefs : They have alledged 
@defpotick Authority , inftead of conceiving a Powe, 
regulated by the greateft Wifdom. Our Author havin 
obferved that thofe wrong Opinions were chiefly steed 
ed upon fome confufed Notions of Liberty, Neceflity, and 
Deftifiy, hasthought fit €@ impart t© the Publick his Re. 
flexiohs om thofe important Matters, in-atY Effay upon the 
Goodntfs of God, the Free-Will of Mam, and the Origin of 
Evil, 


Theodiceus proceeds to make fome Reflexions upon the 
great Queftion concerning Liberty and Neceflity, Men 


have been at all times puzzled with a Sophifm, calrg by 


the Ancients rhe idle Reafon, becaufe it tended to make 
Men Idle, or Carelefs, and to mind nothing but their Jp. 
clination to a voluptuous Life. For, faid they, i¢ things 
to come are nécéffary, what is to happen, will] infallibly 
happen, whatevet we may do. But ( faid they ) Things 
to come are neceflary, either becaufe God forefees ang 
even pre-eftablifhes them ; or becaufe every thing does 
neceflarily happen by a Concatenation of Caufes ; o; by 
the very Nature of Truth, which is determined in the 
Enunciations relating to future Events, as it is in al] o. 
ther Enunciations ; for a& Enunciation muft always be 
a of falfe in ic felf} though we are not always fenfible 
of if. 

A wrong Notion of Neceflity, being thus introduced 
among Men, has occafion’d a kind of Farum Mabumetanyum 
Turkifb Fate. The Author callsie fo, becaufe ’tis com. 
monly faid, that the 7urks will not avoid the grearegt 
Dangers, for fome Reafons like thofe that have been ju 
now mention’d. The 7 Stoicum was not fo bad as ’tig 
generally believed : It did not hindér Men from mind. 
ing their private Concerns, but made them eafy under all 
Circumftances, confidering that Necefliry renders all. our 
Cares ahd Sorrows ufelefs. 

The PraGice of moft Men, and even of moft Chrifti. 
ftians, is attended with a mixture of Turk:fh Fate, though 
they are not fenfible of it. "Tis true, they are not Idle 
and Carelefs upon an imminent Danger, or when they 
have a: & of _gréac Advantage : But when 
the Godd or Evil is doubtful and at a diftance , or when 
the Rem ingests diaprese, they are well pleas'd 
With the-idfe Renfown. For Inftance, when the Queftion is 
to preferve their Health, and-eventheir Lives by a good 
Regimen, they frequently. anfwer, : rhat-our Days are told, 
and that "tis in Vaiti toffrive apainft one’s Deftiny. But 
thofe very Men ufe even the moft abfurd Remedies to 
cure a Di er, ‘which they had negle&ed. 

‘Men are-partictilarly apt-to alledge a, prétended Necef. 
fity' in Order to excuferthei Vices.“ I shave frequently 
“* heard young Men fay,; that "fis in vain‘to preach ap 
** Virtue and to blaite Vice, and to talk of Rewardsand 
*“ Ptinifhmients, fitice it may. be faidd of the Book of ‘Bate, 
“ Wharis'written, »is ‘written-, ‘dnd we can-make no Ab 


 teration ‘in. it ; and that therefore the beft way is to 
‘* jridulge one’s Inclinations ,-and to -fitisfy the .prefent 


* Defites. Thofe young Men, who »fet up -for Bree 
“« Thinkers, did not confider the ftrange Confequenees 
‘* of that'Atgument, which »proves teo much , -fince it 
‘*. proves, (for inftance,) ‘that one-ought:to idrink aiplea- 
** fantcLiquor, though it were. poifond. For by the fame 
“* Reafon, I'mighit fay, if it be written! in the Archives 
‘‘‘of \Deftiny, that‘a Poifon ‘will kill me now, it wilheere 
“ tainly kill me, though: I fhould nor dtink tharLiguor ; 
“ and if‘fuch a'thing be not -written, that »poifon'd Li- 
** quor will not be the oceafion-of my:Death , though I 
* fhould drink it’ ; and confequently /I-miay! boldly*take 
“ amy thing that I'ltke, though never:fo }pernicious : 
sf hich implies a~manifeft Abfurdity.. <Fhey were a 
* ‘little puzzled -with this 'Objeftion ; \but they urged 
“again the fame Argument turn’d feveral ;ways ,:tilbl 
“ fhewed ‘them wherein «the Fault of chat"Sophifm-con- 
“ fifts. *Tisnot erde,»thata thing will ha » ~what- 
*“* ever'one may do: Ie ens becaufe, Men idot 
“ Jéads to it : And if the -Evenct) is written, the 
“* that will produce it isalfo written. And thetefore the 
‘* Connexion between’ Effects and their Caufes , far from 
“ proving a Neceflity prejudiciable to: PraGtice , plainly 
“*. proves the-contrary. ' 
A fatal Neceffity,-continues the Author, would ‘be 
wholly inconfifttent with Free-Will ; and sea 7" no 
Aatica 
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able, and deferve a Rewardor Punifhment. The Confe- 
quences arifing from the Dottrine of an irrefiltible Necef- 
{icy are fo pernicious, that it concerns every Body to know 
the different Degrees of it; and that fome cannot be pre- 
judicial, whili oshers are liable co. dreadful Coafequen- 
cos. 

Seme Men nat companied to affarm that Virtue and 
Vice are indifferent Thiags, carry their Boldnefs fo far as 
to make Ged an jrkine of their Crimes ; whercin 
they imitate the Heathens , who afcribed their wicked 
Adtions to their Gods , as if a Deity moved them to do 
Evil, The Cbriftian Philofoph phy , which teaches us the 
Dependance of ali Things from the firft Author , and bis 
Concourfe with all Human AGtions, feems to ‘increafe 
the Difficulty. But fuppofing that God does not concur 
with the Sins of Men, his forefeeing and permitting 
thofe Sins, which he might have prevented , appear in- 
contiftent with his HolinefS, And therefore fome Philo- 
tophers, and even fome Divines, rather chofe to deny 
God’s Pretcience of Future Events, than to acknowledge 
it to the Prejudice of his Goodnefs. The Socinians and 
Conrad Vorftius axe inclined that way. Thamas Bonertes, a 
Pieudonymous English Jefuit, and a very Learned Man, 
feems to be of that Opinion in his Book, De concordig Seis 
entia cum Fide. 

They are doubtlefs in the wrong 5 but others are not 
lefs to blame, who being perfuaded that nothing happens 
without the Will of God, afcribe to him fo many t 
unworthy of the wifeft and beft of Beings, that one wou 
think they have no Notion of his Goodnefs. They be- 
lieve that God being the Supreme Mafter of the World, 
might without any Prejudice to his Holinefs induce Men 
to fin, only becaule he will have it a. or to have the 
Pleafure of punithing them, Nay, they affirm that he 
mighe take Delightia infliting eternal Punifménts upon 
Innocent Perfons, without any hopttics, becaufe no ba- 
dy has a Right to fiad faylc with whathe dogs, Some are 
gone fo far as to fay, thac does aftually ufe his Crea- 
tures in fuch a manner; and vara | We are exersmely j ine 
confiderable with Refpe& co they Fam P A us with 
Worms, which Men do nor f ple ro tread » or ja 
general with thofe Animals ode ind from 
eurs, for which we haye lade Reg ‘i vee D extraye 

t Opiniens are now entertain’ very few Divines 
ae A rege oA ee / ae aogetes inco 
ftent with che J uftice and Holine(s of 


Our Author cakes notin, in the next beak of the 


Doftrines of Original Sia, » and efting 
and ebfervesthar they are hia oreat Dit ties He 
undertakes to anfwer all thofe Dif yn, aie 


Jarly whofe that concerathe Origin vi "He gives us 

he Plan ef his Work, aw bm signe a afpeat by 

the following Extraéts. beftows a cents Encomium 
Ae 


il 
I Dao a sr ok. Hen he ence 
af that r Was as enetratjan 
he has given great Proo sok aval Eeuligon. : 


The next Piece, contain'd Jn,this Volume, is too Jong 
20 infert|here;an; of.ic. I hope an Account af 
this excellent Book .wi more accep! to the 
Readers, becaufe, itidaesinot appear ns it us re be Jane 
diated into pBaglifh. — , 


i. 
ASEVENTH Extraét 


ods of the Reformed Churches of France. 
The as Extract may be feen in the 


‘foregoing ‘Sheet. 


S<XIId. National Synod held at Vitxé in ‘the 
Year 1617. 


a? ES “Affembly-ordered ,- 











ses-of the 


feveral Provinces fhould for the time to come | 


make-therfollow ing -Proteftation. 
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Aftion could be juft or unjuft, praife-worthy or blame. . 


* which ceach us a 
Rs w r 
“ a3 fons ani rs 


of the ‘National i 


[7 If. 239 


.. | We promife before God to fubmit to whatever 
* fhall be concluded and refolved in our ‘Holy Affem- 
bly, and to obey and execute it with all our Power; 
being perfuaded that God will prefide init, and lead 
us by his Spirit into. all Truth and Equity, by the Rule 
of hisWord,for the Good and Edification of his Church, 
and for his great Glory. Fhis we beg of him by our 
Prayers, @:. Pag. 81, 82. 


2. “* All the Churches are defired to be very cautious 
in admitting the Meer: Ap ant from Spain, and ram- 
bling from one Churc nother ; and not to give 
them any sree before a due Bi innjneriox of 
their Lite and Belief Thofe, who hese already been 
‘t admitted, and belopg to fome Churches , thal be alfo 

carefully examin’d in what concerns their Inftru@ion 
and Condu& : And hig any Teftimonial fhall be de- 
liver'd to them , their B ti Ges and the Number of 
“ their Children thall be mention’ ‘din it ; as alfo whe 
ther their Children have Sean baptized, and at oun 
“* Age, and eh Sig ns one m ow that oer 
“the fame Perfons me maeteion'd in the faid Gertificn pe 
Pg. 96, 97- 


3. The Deputies of this Synod made a Speech 
Lewis XIII. Here follow fome Paflages aut of it. " 


SIR, 


- a his Faithful Subjegts who pee rme- 
et ; repre 
«Be at wt by your Permi ahs 
haye ean 


Re seal 
; “ , eee ee op 
 aeruty ere by pouig th Dallrb/ 
en as Saat er heh 


Feclpn £9 imminens angery. 


“ Your Majefty has a@ed ine extraordinary man- 
“ ner; and ‘ic was a Divine and verre ogee 
“« fince the $corm was immiediarely attended with a € Cay, 
“ and the War pine and our a WO yo bag go 


“were chan Qa ho 
ich w way RfPenaitcal vbeerme m f 


** vernment, | 
“ quitable ; and therefore we fee now, as if your Maje- 
“ tty had but lately afc Fi ott that we have a 
“ King indeed, and “ith knowledges that the 


“* King of France detgeves to SEE 


But there - other 


ob aay \bound ir Co 


“ WE are po ah Your eat Fe. ich 
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SOISSONS. 


T Here are in Our Lady's Abby in this City‘Two Anci- 
ent Monuments , one of which is afcribed by a po- 
pular Tradition to St. Derofin, Bifhop of Soiffons ; and the 
other to St. oud Confeffor. Father Spiridion Peupart, Re- 
ligious Penitent of the Third Order of St. Francis , pre- 
tends to prove that it is a falfe Tradition , and has lately 
publith'd a Differtation, in which he fays that the Opini- 
on of thofe who afcribe the Firft Tomb to St. Derofin , is 
at moft problematical, and the Second utterly falfe. He 
does not prove his Affertion by any Piece to be found in 
the Works of Ancient Authors, or by any Infcription, 
but by an Explication of the Symbols and Ornaments, 
which appear upon thofe Monuments. Having laid down, 
that thofe Tombs were made under the Reign of Conftan- 
tins, Magnentius, ot Decentius, he undertakes to explain 
the Ornaments that are upon the Firft ; and concludes 
from his Explication, that this Tomb might have been 
made for St. Derofin, becaufe thofe Ornaments fuit with a 
Bifhop. But he is not fully convinced of it , becanfe 
thofe Ornaments may fuit with any Chriftian , whatever 
Condition he be of. 
“ There are Five Reprefentations upon the Second 
“ Monument, (ays the Author. The firft is a Chriftening ; 
‘« the fecond, a Woman in the Pofture of a Suppliant ; 
“ thethird, a Crofs, Two Soldiers , a Crown of Laurel, 
“ Three Doves, and aGreek Chrift; the fourth, a Man 
“ in the Pofture of a Suppliant ; the fifth, fome Perfons 
‘* who quench their Thirft. At the end oppofite to the 
‘“* Altar there are a burning Stove, and Two Men who 
“ joyn Hands ; and at the other end, a naked Man, and a 
*: Griffin. I maintain , [ays the Author , that this Tomb 
“ was never thade for Sc. Vou¢”. Here follow the beft 
Arguments he alledges for it. 1. A Crown of Laurel 
among the Ancients was only beftowed upon Military 
Men, or thofe who carried a Prize in the Games confe- 
crated to Apolo. It cannot be faid that this Crown was 
put here fora Man, who got the Prize at any profane 
‘Games , fince it appears among Chriftian Ornaments. 
And therefore that Monument muft have been made for a 
Military Man, who was:a Chriftian. 2. The Ornaments 
of a Tomb ought to have fome Affinity with the Condi- 
tion of che Perfon buried under it: But what Affini 
can Two Soldiers and a Crown of Laurel have with fach 
an Anachoret as St. Youd was ? 3. Father Poupart pretends 
that thofe Two Soldiers are Legionary Soldiers ; from 
whence he concludes that this Tomb was made for the 
General of an Army, or an Officer of Diftin&ion. 


PARTS. 


Ather Cal/met ¢ has publith’d a Fourth Volume of his 
Commentary upon the Bible, viz. upon Joshua, 

the Fudges, and Ruth. 
Commentaire litteral fur tous les Livres del Ancien Cr Nou- 
veau Teffament. Par leR. P.D. Auguftin Calmet , Religi- 
eux BenediGin de la Congregation de S. Vanne & de S$. Hydul- 
phe. JOSUE, LES JUGES, ET RUTH. Paris. 1711. in 


4te. 
The Author has prefixed to theBook-of Jofbua,1.APre- 
face. 2. A Chronological Table of the chief Things 
mention’d in that Book, : a A Differtation upon Jofbua's 
commanding the Sun and Moon to ftand ftill. 4. Ano- 
ther Diflertation concerning the Stones that fell from, 
Heaven upon the Cansenites, 5. A third Differtation, 
wherein Author fhewsinto what Countries the Cs- 
neanites fled, after they had been expell’d by Jojbua. 6. Se- 
veral Remarks upon.a new a 4 of the Land of Promife. 
In the firft Differtation, Father Cs/met maintains that 
_the Sun ftood ftill. Rabbi Maimonides does peremptorily 





+ See the 164. Page of thefe Memeirs. 







deny it : Grotius feems to be of the fame Opinion, Spi- 
noza fays, that Jefbua and his Army fancied the Sun 
ftood ftill, becaufe they knew not that the vaft Quantity 
of Hail that was in the Air, might occafion a great Re. 
frattion of the Sun’s Beams. La Peyrere pretends, that the 
Sun did fet as ufually ; and that being under the Horizon 

the Ifraclites believed it was ftill above it , becaufe they 
perceived in the Air a oe , that lafted a confiderable 
time. Father Calmet confutes thofe Authors, and finds 
no Difficulty in the common Opinion. “ The Sun and 
“* Moon ftood ftill ( fays be) at the fame time, and the 
‘“‘ whole Machine of the World was at Reft, like all the 
“ Parts of a Confort of Mufick in a profound Sj. 
“ Tence. 

We read in the Book of Judges, Chap. X. v.11. that rhe 
Lord caft down great fiomes from heaven upon ( the Cee 
naanites) unto Azekah, and they died, &c. Moft Com. 
mentators fay the Meaning of thofe Words is, that Gog 
fent down a Storm of Hail of an extraordinary Bignefs 
which falling with great Violence kill’d many Canganits;. 
Father Calmet is of another Opinion, and takes the word 
Stones in a Literal Senfe. A Storm of Stones, fays he 
is neither impoffible nor fupernatural. There are feye. 
ral Inftances of it in the Roman Hiftory. On the 7th of 
November, 1492. (the Author goes on) there fell with» 
Storm of Hail a large Stone, which I have feen in the 
Parifh-Church of Enfjhem in Alface : It looks like a large 
blackifh Flint-Stone, and is faid to weigh 300 Pounds. In 
the Year 1510. there fell in the Fields adjacent to sbdus 
1200 Stones of an Iron-Colour , extremely hard , and 
fmelling like Brimftone. One of them weigh'd 120 
Pounds, andanother 6c. Gaffendus fays, that on the 29th 
of November, 1637. about Tena Clock in the Morning, 
Two Perfons being in the Fields faw above the Moun. 
tain of Varfon a burning Stone in the Air. They heard 
at firft a Noife like that of fome Canon-fhots ; and then 
there appear’d about the Stone a kind of Circle of feve. 
ral Colours, being about four Foot of Diameter. It went 
by the Two Men at the diftance of a hundred Paces, bei 
raifed about chirty Foot above Ground. It fell 
Three Hundred Paces from the Place where they 
ftood , and made a Hole Three foot deep , where it was 
found. lc was as large as a Calf’s Head , and look’d al- 
moft like that of a Man. It weigh’d 54 Pounds: One 
may fee it ftill at Aix in Provence. When the new Ifle of 
Santorin came out of the Sea in 1707. a Noife like that of 
gteat Canon-fhots was heard for feveral Days, and many 

urning Stones flew up into the Air, and fell again into 
the Sea. é' 

In the Third Differtation, Father Calmer undertakes to 
prove, that the Canaanite: retired chiefly into Africa, and 
the Ifles of the Mediterranean Sea. 

His Remarks upon the Geographical Map of the Land 
of Promife, are worth Reading. He obferves the Mi- 
ftakes of the te ag and particularly thofe that have 
been occafion’d by the Relations publifh’d ever fince the 


, Crufades.. “‘ When thofe, fays he, who took upon them 


“ the Crofsfor the Holy War, made themfelves Ma- 
* fters of Paleftine, they pretended to find in that Coun- 
“try every thing that was there in the Time of 70 
“ fhua and Jofepe, Upon a fmall Refemblance of Names, 
‘* or Situation, in a word upon the leaft Conje@ure 
“ believed, and made others believe, that fuch a Place, 
“™ for inftance, Was Bethulia, another, the Oak of Mamre, 
** or Lot’s Cave, or the Sumpeeeagee of Facob, or A- 
“ dam’s Sepulchre , or the Houfe of Cleophas , or the Ju- 
‘* niper-tree of Elijah, or the Fountain of Hagar, or the 
“ Cafclum quod contra ves eff, ot a Hundred other Things 
of che like Nature”. The Author reprefents the Land 
of rig much larger than it is commonly thought 
to be. IC 
There are Two Diflertations prefixed to the Book of 
Judges. ‘The firft concerns the Manfions , or Dwelling- 


Places of the Ancient Hebrews ; and the Second, Feph- 
thah's Vow. 
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